REMINISCE ON 50 YEARS OF HIP HOP WITH
CHARLIE MACK
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LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER

Dear my fabulous Urban People,

We outside! Can you feel the excitement? I
( know I can! I know we’ve been out for a
while but it’s so official, I’ve been connecting
with everyone I haven’t seen in years. But
' we're back, and we're stronger than ever, gath-
ering and celebrating our culture and commu-
nity.

I've been attending so many events lately, and
let me tell you, it's been amazing to see so
many familiar faces and meet new ones. As
the publisher of Urban X-pressions, I am so
grateful for your continued support. Our third
issue is out, and the response has been phe-
nomenal. Thank you!

But in order for us to grow and continue
bringing you the latest and greatest in urban
culture, we need your help. Please support our
sponsors, advertisers, and columnists. Let
them know that Urban X-pressions sent you.
Y our support can make a big difference in
helping these businesses thrive.

For those of you wondering where to get your
hands on the latest issue of Urban X-
pressions, it's available at various Sunoco gas
stations and Shoprites in Cheltenham, Penn
Cafe in Chester, as well as Lotus Beauty Spa.
You can also download a copy from our web-
site, urbanxpressions.com.

And as we move forward, I invite you all to
become members of Urban X-pressions. For
just $48 a year, you can support our brand and
gain access to all our exciting new offerings.

Plus, your membership fee is tax-deductible,
so it's a win-win situation for all.

I can't wait to see what the future holds for
Urban X-pressions. Follow us on Instagram
(@urbanxpressions, and listen to Urbanxpres-
sionsradio.com for more updates. Together,
we can make our community even stronger.

Thank you for your continued support, my
" Urban People. Let's keep shining!

Love and gratitude,
*| Shelly Shell Williams Phillys Oprah




PENNY CUPCAKE

From Tab Edwards and
Philly’s Kixx Records, the
label that brought you Jo-
sephine Sincere, Ital Tha
Ruffian, RuggedNess &
Madd Drama, Redd Bull,
Lyrical Terrorists, Black
Key Beats, Solomon Trot-
ter, Prophet (aka Ms.
Dash), Nicetown, and oth-
ers.

Who or what is “Penny
Cupcake”?

Penny Cupcake is a pop and
R&B singing group based
out of Philadelphia. The
group consists of three high
-school teenagers: Jordan
Webber, Ayana Ferguson,
and Noelle Smith (not pic-
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tured). Penny Cupcake is
not the name of any one in-
dividual. The group’s name
was bestowed upon them by
accident: when Philly’s Big
Homie Da O.G. relayed the
group’s name to a concert
promoter, the two had a bad
connection, so the promoter
never caught their name.
When the promoter asked
who the group members
were, Big Homie said,
“Penny, Cupcake, and ...”
The phone disconnected,
that was all the promoter
heard: “Penny Cupcake.”
So, the promoter announced
that “Penny Cupcake”
would be performing on the
show, and the name stuck.

How were they discov-
ered?

The three singers are multi-
talented entertainers. They
all sing and act. The trio
will star in the second epi-
sode of the critically-
acclaimed indie T.V. pilot
“The Kingfish,” which be-
gins filming in June. During
a script-reading session for
the film, Tab thought Jordan
and Ayana had tons of cha-
risma and were engaging.
So, knowing that the actors
were also singers, he asked
them to sing a song titled
“Don’t Forget” that would
be featured in the film. He
needed a third singer, and
knew that another actor,

Noelle Smith, who had a
small role in the upcoming
episode of the film, is also a
singer. He heard her sing
and immediately added her
to the group.

Where are they from?

Jordan and Noelle attend
high school in Philadelphia,
where they reside. Ayana
lives and attends high
school in South Jersey.

Jordan Webber looks fa-
miliar. Why?

Jordan was one of the lead-
ing actors in episode one of
“The Kingfish,” where she
played the role of
“Cupcake.”

Do they have any songs
yet?

Yes. The group’s first single
is titled “Don’t For-

get” (Kixx Records) and can
be heard on their website
(www.pennycupcake.com)
and YouTube. The song,
featuring vocals by Top-10
hit recording artist Jose-
phine Sincere, is about self-
love and self-acceptance. It
reminds you to love your-
self as you are, regardless of
what others may say or
think about you.

Tab Edwards has worked
with many artists over the
years. So what does he
think of Penny Cupcake?

According to Tab:

“The first thing that got my
attention about each of them
was how charming they
were. They are down-to-
earth, all very smart, and—
believe it or not—kinda shy.
Well, I would say Noelle is
less shy than Jordan and
Ayana. They are simply
wonderful young ladies who
are super talented and
grounded. Props to Tiffany,
Cherelle, Kimberly, Dew,
and others for doing such a
good job.

Of the three, I would say

that Jordan is the quiet one,
Ayana is the super polite
one, and Noelle is the most
outgoing. Other than that,
they are all pretty similar;
very talented actors, nice
young ladies, smart, and
neither have a bad attitude.”

What’s next for the trio?

As of this writing, the sing-
ers will hit the recording
studio to finish the song.
Then, they will begin pro-
motional activities and
guest appearances through-
out the tri-state area. And
when the school semester
ends, they will be perform-
ing and promoting the sin-
gle, taking a break in mid-
June to film the second epi-
sode of “The Kingfish.”

How can people connect
with the group?

Fans and people interested
in booking the group can
write to the group members
at info@pennycupcake.com
or through their website.
The singers will reply to all
fan messages (except the
weird ones). People can also
follow them on Instagram
(@pennycupcakel) and
YouTube
(www.youtube.com/
@kingfishshow). And be
sure to catch them in epi-
sode 2 of “The Kingfish”
titled “Work” in September.



http://www.pennycupcake.com
mailto:info@pennycupcake.com
http://www.youtube.com/@kingfishshow
http://www.youtube.com/@kingfishshow

NRI
PARTNERS

A - /

’ &
&R < )
A % -

SUGAR HILL GANG - MELLY MELL & SCORPIO OF THE FURIOUS FIVE
TREACHEROUS THREE - FEARLESS FOUR - ROXANNE SHANTE - KURTIS BLOW
COLD CRUSH BROTHERS - MC SHAN - STETSASONIC - CRAIG G - SWEET-TEE
KOOL MOE DEE - JOESKI LOVE - DA YOUNGSTAS - WISE INTELLIGENT (PRT)
CL SMOOTH - PETER GUNZ - K-SOLO - BUCKSHOT - POSITIVE K - MR. CHEEKS
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DJ KOOL - SAM THE BEAST - J. J. FAD - LADY OF RAGE - NINE - TLA ROCK
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CHUBB ROCK - MONIE LOVE - LORDS OF THE UNDERGROUND - MILK DEE
DRES OF BLACK SHEEP - LARGE PROFESSOR - BLAHZAY BLAHZAY - PEBBLE POO
ONYX - MASTA ACE - STRAFE - CRASH CREW

e oA SAT. JUNE 17TH 2023 - ATLANTIC CITY, NJ
555,565,575 JIM WHELAN BOARDWALK HALL
Sl DOORS OPEN 6PM - SHOWTIME AT 7PM!!!
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If you love hip hop like we
all do, then you're in for a
treat at Charlie Mack's 50th
Anniversary of Hip Hop
Event. We are thrilled to
celebrate this momentous
occasion with Charlie
Mack, a true icon in the hip-
hop community.

I Reminisce, I Reminisce on
Charlie Mack is not just a
friend, brother, and mentor
to me, but to many others
who have had the pleasure
of knowing him. Through
my work at Urban X-
pression, I have been fortu-
nate enough to witness
Charlie's incredible impact
on the industry. From the
unforgettable events at Club
Gotham (my personal favor-
ite) to the star-studded All-
Star Celebrity weekends,
Charlie has brought together
the biggest names in hip-
hop and Hollywood, always
giving back to important
causes and non-profits.

Charlie Mack truly lives up
to his name as a Life

WWW.URBANXPRESSIONS.COM

REMINISGE ON 50 YEARS OF HIP HOP WITH GHARLIE MACK

Changer. He has dedicated
himself to making a positive
impact in the world, and we
are grateful for his many
years of love and support. I
want to share a special
memory of the Weight Loss
Challenge that Charlie
sponsored between Snook
Chaos and me. The winner
would receive $3000 to do-
nate to their charity of
choice. Although Snook
Chaos lost almost 30
pounds and I lost 19 pounds
in just 30 days, we both
won because of Charlie's
emphasis on health and
wellness.

Charlie Mack has always
been ahead of his time. I
wish we had camera phones
back then because I would
have endless pictures of
Charlie with everyone. He
has been a trailblazer in the
industry and an inspiration
to all. We could go on and
on about Charlie's incredi-
ble legacy, but it's best to
experience it for yourself on
June 17th.

Message from Charlie Mack @petergunz174

So Brothas & Sistas I hum-
bly bring to you for the first
time ever One Night Sat
June 17th 2023, One Stage
Broadwalk Hall in Atlantic
City, NJ, One DJ The Mag-
nificent @djjazzyjeff &
One Host The Greatest En-
tertainer
@therealdougefresh and 50
MCs, Hip Hop living leg-
ends

@official sugarhillgang
@mellemelglover
@scorpiofurious5
@kurtisblow sequence
@treacherousthree
@coldcrushbros
@fearlessfour
(@iampebbleepoo
@mcreggieregcrashcrew1
(@imroxanneshante
@theofficialmcshan
@sweetteethemc
#KoolMoeDee

@mc craig_g @treachtribe
@theofficialstetsasonic
@dayoungstasofticial
@joeskilove
@wiseintelligent
@therealclsmooth

@ksolo_wolfgang
@buckshotbdi
@positive_k  @mrcheekst
v (@yoyofearless

#Zhigge (@schoollydee
@therealepmd
@kwamevision
(@traceyleeesq
@legendarydjkooldc
(@samthebeast @).j.fad
@nine (@theladyofrage
@chubblive @monieluv
@t.la.rock the original
(@darealgregnice
@smoothboss8 @rclarock
@tuffcrew @thereal95south
(@blacksheepdres
@xplargepro
(@itsablahzayworld
@onyx_hq @mastaacepics
@strafe @lotugl
@mcmilkdee performing all
together for first time EV-
ER on ONE SET!!!! But
I’'m not done one of the
founding fathers of our cul-
ture of #HipHop The Living
Legend @kooldjredalert
and hosted by the Queens of
Philly radio & legends in
they’re own right
@therealladyb @wdaspatty

@wdasmimibrown this is
all brought by yours truly
#CharlieMack @nrsuperstar
@ppshows for tickets which
are on sale now @
www.Ticketmaster.com

#HHS0



http://www.ticketmaster.com/

Contributing rit;
er: Shelly Shell Williams

Cater 2U Entertainment and
Reach for the Star Not-
Profit recently presented a
stage play titled "Shoeshine
Box" at Venice Island. The
play explores life lessons
that come full circle through
the legacy of fatherhood,
determination, and love
passed down through gener-
ations of a family of men.

Contributing Writ-
er: Shamar Ridgeway
& Urban X-pressions
NewsMag

Legacy Artist to Watch is
Ganiér The Artiste, a multi-
talented artiste who has
made a name for themselves

WORD ON THE STREET

WWW.LURBANXPRESSIONS.COM

I}ATEII 2 ENTEIITAINMENT STAGE PLAY "SHOESHINE BOX"

The play is inspired by
Adrienne Cater's father,
whom she cared for before
his passing and his shoe-
shine box that lasted
through generations.

Cater took to social media
to see if anyone else still
had a shoeshine box, and
the response was over-
whelming. This prompted
her to write 21 pages of the
stage play in one day. The

i) play takes the audience on a
journey through the eras,

starting from the 1940s, and
deals with hard-hitting top-

8 ics such as PTSD from war,
jealousy, family, being a

; father, and the passing down
of the shoeshine box.

I’ve had the pleasure of
knowing the writer, and di-
rector Adrienne Cater for
over 15 Years and have wit-
nessed her incredible entre-

¥ preneurial journey. Thank
! you, Adrienne, for always

supporting me and Urban X
-pressions. Adrienne Cater
has been passionate about
entertainment since she was
five years old when she per-
formed in the community
theater of her hometown in
the Wynnfield section of
Philadelphia. In 2002, she
owned a performing arts
daycare center named Reach
for the Stars Youth Devel-
opment Center for 17 years.
In 2016, she acquired own-
ership of A's Place in Ma-
nayunk, which became a
popular venue for live enter-

tainment, comedy, and din-
ner and dancmg Cater now
owns a food manufacturing
company that provides pre-
pared meals for daycare
centers and home health
providers. "The Shoeshine
Box" is her debut theater
production.

The play was a huge suc-
cess, and the music, danc-
ing, and acting were phe-
nomenal. It is a must-see for
anyone who wants to expe-
rience a heartwarming story
of family, love, and the leg-
acy passed down through
generations. The play re-
minds us that no matter how
small an item may seem, it
can hold great significance
and memories that can last a
lifetime. For more infor-
mation on upcoming shows,
go to Cater2uentertain-
ment.com.

The cast included: Rence
Batts, Leroy Birtt, Angelita
Byrd, Michelle Cunning-
ham, Lashawn Elesie, Man-
well Glenn, Kyle Glenn,

Carolyn Hall, Adrienne
“Sapphire” Hampton
Tamara Hawkins, Paula
Holloway, Noah J ohnson,
Liam Klevence, Maximus
Klevence, Elijah Lawrence,
C. charming Legrand, Craig
McLaren, Malachi Nisbett,
Lenny Nutter, Kaylee Scott,
Davita Stratton, Lee Trow-
er, Kenny Ray Walker, T.C.
Storm E. Weatherz” Cald-
well, The Keystone Quar-
tet. The team consists of
Costume DEsinger Alonnah
Washington, Stage Manager
Donna Carroll, Stage Hands
Deborah Smith, Melanie
Boone, Caleb Boone, and
Andre Miller. Music Ar-
rangement, Sound Director
Bryant Pugh, Makeup artist
Devonda Dunn, Lighting
Designer Tony Darrah, Col-
or Lines lyrics by Nancy
Gilliam, and Arranged by
Adrienne Cater and Bryant
Pugh. For You Lyrics by
Nacy Marie Gilliam, Ar-
ranged by Adrienne Cater
and Obadiah Outz, and
Frank Lester.

LEGACY ARTIST TO WATCH

as a choreographer, produc-
er, writer, and songwriter.
With hooks for days, Ganiér
has proven to be a force to
be reckoned with in the en-
tertainment industry. In this
interview, we'll delve into
Ganiér’s inspirations and
what the future holds for
this talented artiste.

~ Legacy: Who are your in-

spiration(s) in the music
business?

Ganiér: My inspirations
came from a vast list of Art-
ists who played a part in my
artistry coming to fruition.
Such as “Phyllis Hyman,
because of her soul on how
it spoke to me, Whitney
Houston her effortless free-
dom in her Runs, melody,
Realness, Missy Elliott nev-

er letting anything keep her
from being herself when
obstacles were put in her
way hurdles she leaped
over, for barriers she Bust
Down!! Busta Rhymes for
taking no prisoners when he
comes through, Betty Davis
for her sexy, soulful Rock,
Crystal Waters for songs
like (Makin Happy, 100%
Pure Love, Gypsy Woman),
etc..... All steadfast in
themselves!! Music has al-
ways been my Serenity!!.

Legacy: What are you
working on, and what are
your goals as an artist for
20237

Ganiér: I’'m working on
bringing the singing chef to
a city near you, kicking off
my cooking show with artist
unknown & known, bridg-

ing the gap, and letting the
world hear our Artistry in
true form all along while
enjoying a fulfilling meal so
when you slide through
your soul will be whole
from getting a taste of this
Creole Soul!

Legacy: What are your
goals as an artist for 2023?

Ganiér: One of my goals is
to contribute to the evolu-
tion of the music industry
by changing the state of
mind to what has been the
consistent formula of how
or what a woman should be,
how she should move etc..
in the business. To be rec-
ognized fully shows how we
are truly a valuable com-
modity to the industry and
have been even before now.
We just been represented

wrong and exploited to
someone else’s liking in
their eyes. Now we move
through our eyes using our
minds. Showing how music
applies to so many influ-
ences & aspects of our lives.
This, for me, is what I fore-
see in 2023. The energy that
is within me has been a long
time brewing. The Time has
come to light it up & Im
comin’ in Hott!!




Nick Cannon's Future Su-
perstar Tour 2023 and In-
dustry Seminar with
Charlie Mack, Mina Say
What, Mont Brown, and
Jae Brown

You ever walk into a room
and feel like you’d found
your tribe? Nick Cannon's
Future Superstar Tour 2023
was just that! [ immediately
felt the energy in the air.
The event was a whole vibe,
and I couldn't wait to see
what was in store.

The venue was filled with
superstars ready to support
each other and open to con-
necting with new people.

Each stop on the tour began
with an Industry Seminar;
the Philly stop of the tour
featured Charlie Mack, Mi-
na Say What, Mont Brown,
and Jae Brown. The Indus-
try seminar was empower-
ing the community by giv-
ing the next generation of
artists essential tools to ele-
vate themselves. The semi-
nar was designed not only
for up-and-coming musi-

WORD ON THE STREET
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NICK CANNON, FUTURE SUPERSTAR

Charlie Mack emphasizes

| the importance of finding

one's unique gift, the "it"
factor, in achieving success.
He suggests that everyone

A . has a special talent that they

cians but also for aspiring
professionals looking to
build a career in the music
and entertainment industry.

Here are a few key takea-
ways from my friends on
the Industry Panel:

Charlie Mack: 3 Keys to
Becoming a Star: Hard
Work, IT, & Happiness:

* need to discover and culti-

vate. He encourages people
to surround themselves with
a group of honest individu-
als, not the Yes men, but
those who can provide con-
structive criticism and not

| just tell them what they
\ want to hear.

| Charlie Mack is a galvaniz-

er who can bring people to-

i gether and conceive and

achieve great ideas. He
stresses that success should
be about serving others and
not just about oneself. Fi-
nally, he underscores the
significance of hard work in
achieving goals.

Mont Brown: Discovering
superstars isn't easy, but I'm
up for the challenge as an
A&R for Columbia Rec-
ords! As I define it, a super-
star is someone who puts in
the work when the cameras
aren't rolling.
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Jae Brown: The Strategies
for Adding Value.-- Find a
way to make people look
good. Ask how can you help
them be better at whatever it
is they're doing? How do
you add value to whatever it
is? Figure out how to make
them look good. The key is
to add value to whatever
they are doing and help
them become better.

Mina Say What: After 10
years on the air in Philly,
I'm now taking my radio
career to the next level by
becoming a multimedia per-
sonality!

The event was produced by
Live Nation and in partner-
ship with the Black Music
Action Coalition (BMAC),
and it new talent discovery.
These included a BMAC x
Ncredible Next Superstar
Grant, a Next Superstar Ed-
ucational Seminar, and a
Next Superstar show with
headlining talent perform-
ing. The tour also featured
performances by Symba,
24kGoldn, Hitman Holla,
JD McCrary,
Traetwothree, Klondike
Blonde, DW Flame, Big

Boss Vette, Jilly, POP
MONEY, and Philly’s own
Lay Bankz took to the
stage. All incredibly talent-
ed Superstars!

Throughout the night, I had
the chance to interact with
some of the superstars, and
they were all incredibly
welcoming and fun. I was
particularly impressed by
Jilly Anais, who not only
proved to be a superstar art-
ist and performer but also an
entrepreneur with her own
cookbook and perfume line,
"She Cooks Too" and Boss
Babe Perfume. I also hung
out with Mama Pop Money,
my new Cali “cousin” by
way of NYC.

Nick Cannon, you did

that. Ihad a ball. Thank
you to each of the artists,
their families, and the team
that helped to make the
event a huge success, and |
left feeling inspired and em-
powered. The Next Future
Superstar Tour is definitely
one to watch, and I can't
wait to see what the future
holds for these rising stars
in the music industry.

EVERY 4TH SATURDAY

Be A Part of the Live Studio Audience

LOCATII

}.MJIJ LLER'S

ALE-HOUSE

2100 S COLUMBUS BLVD | PHILADELPHIA, PA 19148

1PM - 5PM
MILLER'S ALE HOUSE

& @SINGLEONSATURDAYNITE
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By James Williams
Uptown Standard

I'm Donovan West, I've
been serving the community
for many years, in a number
of different capacities, right,
I, former president and CEO
for the African American
Chamber of Commerce.
And I'm sure we'll get back
to that in terms of talking
about the business aspect of
it all, but also former CEO
of faith based community
based organization, People
for People, where I was that
for over 16 years, certain
programs like the pregnant
parenting youth program,
you know, the urban center,
which stood for employ-
ment advancement and re-
tention network center, that
focus a lot on workforce
development, the preschool,
the charter school, father-
hood program, renewable

energy, re-entry program, so
a ton of different programs
and services to serve the
whole family, not just a par-
ticular individual. And then
also, of course, you know,
working at ETSI, even back
then, I think that's when we
first met back in those days,
early 2000s, working for the
underserved and under em-
ployed, you know, commu-
nity. So why am I running,
I'm running because I did a
gap analysis, James, and |
realized what was missing
in city council, and individ-
uals, like myself, were miss-
ing individuals who have
worked in the field in terms
of, you know, from a pro-
gramming standpoint, but
also from an economic in-
clusion and economic devel-
opment standpoint, individ-
uals who have that experi-
ence and background in
both spaces, being able to

actually, you know, repre-
sent those voices in City
Council. So my goal at the
end of the day, is to make
sure that those communities

| are represented as we move
' forward. And this is a per-

fect time also, as I was do-
ing that gap analysis, when
you start to think about the
amount of freshmen and
sophomore legislators that
will actually be in City
Council.

So you said a couple of
things that threw me off for

| a second, right. Renewable

energy. You mentioned
that. And, you know, with
our commercial corridors

| going through what they're

f| om

doing, tax is getting higher.

PECO, you know, definitely

being a private owned com-

pany. Now. It's a lot of

things, renewable energy is
in the future of Philadelph-
ia. Do you think that bene-

fits our local commercial

corridors and seniors?

| Well, I think the first thing
. that we need to do, especial-

ly as you start talking about
our vulnerable populations,

y is making sure that we lev-

erage our resources that we
currently have, the biggest
issue that I see is that there's
not enough actual applica-
tion or usage, or should I
say, overall leveraging of
those resources, so they're
there. And often we, you
know, we get to certain
meetings, and we hear about
this wealth of different re-
sources that are available.
So I think the first thing we
need to focus on is getting
them to the actual end user,
those who they're intended
for, as well as of course,
talking about, you know, the
the overall process, the pro-
cess does not need to be so
complicated, or even be so
restrictive. So I think the
first thing we need to do is
that and then at the same
time, if those same re-
sources can be applied to
securing, you know, solar
panels, or the installation or
things along those lines, it is
extremely important that we
do an update and upgrade
up level those those homes

in different spaces so that
we can keep the prices
down because it should not
be a situation where you as
a senior are thinking about
where you need to move,
especially at that point in
your life.

So lets talk about the
Chamber of Commerce, my
fear is that we're losing in-
dividuals who were busi-
ness focus. I believe City
Council was moving more
into an activist role. How
do you position yourself on
council? Will they be re-
ceptive to a business person
like yourself coming from
the chamber?

That's a great question. |
think the first thing we need
to do is we need to identify
what's important to all of us,
what do we have in com-
mon? So activist you know,
a lot of times we think about
an activist, you may think
about the things that they
are focused on as relates to
their heart, right, you know,
what their passion is. And
from my perspective, obvi-
ously, if I'm looking at, you
know, getting Philadelphia
back to business, and often
you'll hear me say that I
want us to get back to busi-
ness, [ want us to get fo-
cused on, you know, how
does this all add up? How
does this actually serve all
of us? And how do we actu-
ally get all of our all of our
needs met, but those that are
most important, and then we
can look at what else we can
add to that essential list, if
you will? It comes down to
again, just focusing on
what's important to you,
why are you an activist?
What's the goal is it quality
of life. Okay, so let's talk
about your definition of
quality life, or let's talk
about your definition of
safety. We can see what we
may have in common,
what's important to us, and
we may be approaching it
differently. I'm a business
person, right? Because they
may think that's devoid of
moral or they may think is
devoid of compassion or
empathy. No, it's not at all.

GITY GOUNCIL CANDIDATE DONAVAN WEST IS BEST FOR BUSINESS

It's about making sure that
we can make a good busi-
ness model, a blueprint for
how we want to do certain
things. And then also, more
importantly, we can be we
can appeal to other markets,
in terms of what's our UVP
what's our unique value
proposition in a way that it's
going to meet that triple bot-
tom line, right? Not just
good for society, but good
for that bottom line, because
what we have to admit, is
that Philadelphia is the big-
gest business of them all.
Right, Philadelphia itself is
a big business. If no one
wants to come to Philadel-
phia, it loses money, right?
If no one wants to stay in
Philadelphia, it loses mon-
ey. If Philadelphia is a dan-
gerous place to come to, to
live to exist, to have fun, it
loses money, right? So
while you may say, Hey,
listen, we need to do X, Y,
and Z and you're coming
from your heart with it. No
problem at all. I think once
we sit down, right, and we
get away from this emotion-
ally eliciting language and
this, you know, things to all
this rhetoric that's just to get
people hyped, and we sit
down, it's okay, no, really,
what does that look like to
when you talk about these
things that you're so pas-
sionate about? What does
that actually look like? Not
just what we just need to do
in a broad sense, but what
does it actually look like
structurally? How is it actu-
ally sustainable? Where are
we going to get the money
from? Right? Let's just have
these conversations. And
guess what? These ques-
tions are annoying to a lot
of people I understand, but
they still need to be an-
swered.

For more visit
www.uptownstandard.com



YOUR VOICE. PUSH BUTTON
YOUR CHOICE.
OUR CHANCE!
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DYANA WILLIAMS REGEIVED THE PUFA LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT RAWARD

Philly Usbax Filv Awards

SponsoRred
by

ephillyurbanfilmawards!
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BEST
CINEMATOGRAPHER

DERRICK
HAMMOND

PUFA

BEST
SUPPORTING
ACTOR

RA
CERTIFIED

on the music industry, and

immeasurable.

foundation.

PUFA

Phiilly Urbax Film

BEST LIVE
PERFORMER
( FEMALE)

SUZANN | COREY
CHRISTINE | WIMS

BEST LIVE
PERFORMER
( MALE)

fEIEA T i

BEST MALE
SINGER

DEEJAY THE
SINGER

A

BEST PODCAST

CHOCOLATE
HIP AND SIP

BEST FILM
PRODUCTION

WONT QUIT ENT.

Philly Urban Filw Awards

BREAKOUT STAR
OF THE YEAR

FITCH
MEANS

PUFA PUFA

Philly Urbax Film Awards. hilly Urba Fil

BEST FEMALE BEST ACTING
SINGER SCHOOL

. . Philadelphia
|I'|AR|-|E AcTiNG Studio

Nancy Neuman, instilled in
her contributions have been her great pride in being a
Black Puerto Rican woman
and gave her a rich founda-
tion in terms of books and
exposure. Her grandmother,
a homemaker, was also a
credit the women who have significant influence on her
life, serving as her rock and

Philly Urbax Film Awards

BEST
ACTRESS

AN(O)
MOORE

PUFA

Phiilly Urbax Filw Awards

BEST FEMALE
FILM DIRECTOR

LAVETA
CAMERON

PUFA

Philly Usban Filvi Awards.

BEST
FEATURE
FILM

WHEN
GEORGE GOT
MURDERED

GIEA

BEST
SUPPORTING
ACTRESS

ALXZANDRIA

PUFA

Plilly Usbax Fitw Awards

BEST MALE
COMEDIAN

MALLY
COBAIN

PUFA

Philly Ushan Film

BEST FEMALE
ENTREPRENEUR

FIYACHICK

We want to take a moment
to celebrate Dyana Williams
for her incredible achieve-
ment and thank her for be-
ing a trailblazer for women
in the music industry. Con-
gratulations, Dyana, on this
well-deserved honor.

PUFA

Pilly Usbax

BEST FEMALE
HIPHOP
ARTIST

LAY
BANKZ

PUFA

BEST FILM
DIRECTOR MALE

MAURICE
PARAMORE

Communi tivist honoree

=
NO GUN ZONE

I NCORPORRARTIED.

Philly Usbax Filw Awards

BEST TV SHOW

THE
KING
FISH

PUFA

BEST
FEMALE
COMEDIAN

TATA
SHERISE

PUFA

Pliilly Usbax Filw Awards.

HUSTLER OF
THE YEAR
MALE

DELL-P

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE 2023 PUFA WINNEHS

I had the honor of present-
ing Dyana Williams with
the 2023 PUFA Lifetime
Achievement Award. Dyana
is a living legend, an icon in Dyana's success story is an
her own right, a broadcaster inspiration to many young
for over 50 Years, a celebri- women, and she is quick to
ty strategist, and co-creator
of Black Music Month. She had a significant impact on
has made an indelible mark her life. Her mother, Dr.

BEST MALE HIPHOP
ARTIST

SON OF
THE 215

PUFA

Philly Urbax Film

BEST MALE
ACTOR

BOBBY

PUFA

Philly Urbax Filv Awards.

BREAKOUT STAR
OF THE YEAR

FITCH
MEANS

PUFA

Philly Usban Film Awards

BEST MALE
ENTREPRENEUR

TUCAN
( GLOCAWEAR )

PUFA

Philly Ugban Film Awagds

HUSTLER OF THE
YEAR FEMALE
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COMMUNITY-LED DEVELOPMENT

Seth is a Black working-class union organizer,
dad, and Germantown resident running to represent

Northwest Philadelphia on City Council. Join us in #/ DEEPLY AFFORDABLE HOUSING

fighting for a future for the 8th District that we
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CULTURALLY GURATED -ARTISTIC RAIN'S MEDIUM

Contributing Writer: Leesa
@leesamedia

We can all agree that [art]
is the most silent but loudest
of expressions. Art, like
words, has a way of speak-
ing to your soul and chan-
neling your inner thoughts.
It can make you feel happy,
sad, or inspired. The crea-
tion of artworks includes
several [mediums], the

question is “What’s your
style?”

I personally prefer oil and
pencil medium based works.
In my opinion, pencil is a
different dynamic within
itself. An artist drawing
sketches to recreate a per-
son, place or thing is super
dope to me. I can’t draw a
straight line! It fascinates
me literally. My other is oil.

The blends, the shapes, the
story behind how it was cre-
ated. I’ve heard a few artists
say working with oil paint
isn’t the easiest thing to do.
I appreciate the work behind
it.

In 2018 I added [art] publi-
cist to my CV. Due to my
love of artworks and most
mediums, | love curating
events for expression as

well as publications and
placement of works. I re-
cently caught up with Mary
Lowery, owner of (Artistic
Rain) to chat about a few
upcoming projects. Read
more below on Artistic
Rain’s Medium.

Q. What are your mediums
in art and what inspired
you?

A. T use acrylic and water-
color with fabric to create.
My inspiration originally
started with drawing pic-
tures from coloring books
and painting them. Now my
inspo is from God, based
around my life experiences.

Q. How often do you paint
and are there things you
don’t paint?

A. I try to paint twice per
month or if someone is
looking for a custom piece.
If I’'m inspired I may paint 3
-4 times in a week. I also
love a challenge; I don’t
limit the painting.

Q. Can someone buy an
original painting, and do
you involve yourself with
the community?

A. Yes you can, pricing var-
ies of course. I’ve been in-
volved in several communi-
ty-based events with Girl
Scouts, Juneteenth Celebra-
tions and recently Hancock
Middle School to speak to
students about black art-
works for Black History
Month.

Q. Do you have any upcom-
ing projects and have you
thought about going pro
with your work?

A. Yes, 'm currently work-
ing on a poetry and art book
which will be released later
this year and my goal is to
have my works displayed in
a few major art museums.

Q. What form of expression

do you believe your art is
and why?

A. Art is all types of expres-
sions. It’s a feeling for me. I
always say everyone is an
artist. You can express art in
any form. My Mantra is
“Visualize and Believe.”

Q. Lastly, where do you see
your art in the next 3-5
years?

A. A dream of mine is to
have my own art gallery. I
want a space where I can
inspire people, mainly
women. My work brings
about healing and that’s
what I would like to offer. I
want to be known national-
ly. God did not give me this
gift to only share with

the people in my area he
wants it to be international.

Mary’s publications include
Black Minds Mag
(Multidisciplinary Arts
Magazine), VoyageATL
Magazine, and was dis-
played during the We Are
Here -Stories of Expres-
sions Exhibit in City Hall
(Philly).

Follow @artistic_rainl on
1G or visit her website at
artisticraincac.com

Written by Leesa
@leesamedia



http://artisticraincac.com/
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QAWI ABDUL RAHMAN

JUDGE FOR COURT
OF COMMON PLEAS

QUALIFICATIONS

e 25 Years of Courtroom
Experience.

e First District Judicial Pro Bono
Award Recipient.

e FormerCriminal Defense Attorney.

e Former Public Defender.

e From North Philadelphia (Richard
Allen Homes)

e Product of the Philadelphia
School System.

e Head Youth Football Coach for
over 28 years.
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OTYLE & GLAM: THE LATEST IN FASHION AND BEAUTY TRENDS

FROM HOMELESS TO CEO, WITH ROSA NICE, SPRING HAS SPRUNG,

Rosa Nice, a North Carolina
Native who grew up in the
West Philadelphia Suburbs,
took over the Philadelphia
Horticultural Society’s Insta-
gram at the Philadelphia
Flower Show for their pre-
opening and press event on
Friday, March 3rd. This
year’'s theme? “The Garden
Electric.” Clad in all pink
with a floral crown and a
Kent Stetson handbag, Ro-
sa definitely understood the
assignment.

When asked why she want-
ed to host the Flower
Show’s Instagram stories
for the day, Rosa said

“I have some very fond
memories at the PHS Flow-
er Show. | used to come
here as a young girl with my
grandmother, mother, and
sister. | was always fasci-
nated by the colors and
smells. When | first started
to establish myself in Phila-
delphia in late 2016, | quick-

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY
ON SERVICES VALUED AT $40 OR MORE

PROMO RUNS FROM 2 APRIL-30 APRIL
20% off any hair services valued $40 or more.

1000 Easton Rd Ste 112, W&ncote PA 19095

@LOTUSBEAUTYS

A112

ly turned to gig work to
make a living. | worked on
two flower shows in the
past, pre-covid, at booths.
At one booth, | sold jewelry,
and at the other, | sold art.
It means so much to me,
my family, my fans, and for
every abuse victim out
there to see me flourish af-
ter the worst thunderstorms
of my life”

Who is Rosa Nice? Self-
Confidence is InStyle

Rosa Nice is a singer,
songwriter, plus-size social
media influencer, and the
owner of NSNRP, Not So
Nice Records & Promo-
tions, one of the premier
woman-led and woman-
owned Record labels and
publishing companies in
Philadelphia. Since leaving
an abusive marriage in late
2016, Rosa Nice has dedi-
cated her life to uplifting
and helping other domestic
violence victims and their
families. By sharing her tes-
timony and success, Rosa

AS SHE HOSTS THE PHILADELPHIA FLOWER SHOW

Nice is proving that you can
overcome abuse. Rosa
credits her family, her com-
munity, and her education
for helping her to climb out
of the dark hole she was
once in. Rosa Nice graduat-
ed from Community College
of Philadelphia in 2019 and
graduated from Wilmington
University this past May of
2022. She is now working
on a Master's of Public
Health in Community Health
Sciences Major at Tulane
University School of Public
Health and Tropical Medi-
cine.

A look at the flower show:
what’s there to do?

The flower show has two
main areas, the Exhibit Hall
and Artesian Row. From
floral crown making, plant
potting, and flower jewelry
creation to live Butterflies,
live music, and lively
guests, the Philadelphia
Flower Show offers an
amazing, family-friendly ex-
perience. This is all in addi-
tion to the amazing flower
exhibits.




Elect RANIA

MAJOR

Municipal Court Judge

EXPERIENCED

COMPASSIONATE EQUITABLE

(215) 837-3250
MajorForJudge.org

Paid for by the Friends of Rania Major  sagEapoe

MAJOR 107

for Municipal Court Judge Republican

e 35 years of serious litigation expernence - since 1987

e Only MC Candidate who has practiced in all four divisions of Municipal Court

e Founding member Homeless Advocacy Project and HAVENwomen. female veteran home

e Pro Bono & people's advocate serving and hirning women, minorities, veterans. the
homeless, LGBTQIA+ the disabled and the disenfranchised

e Strongly supports the United States Constitution | =i-.* MASOR
e Office at 5th & Indiana since 1998 " e
e Radio Personality known as "The Pitbull Lawyer

e Board Member The Center for Returning Citizens and PaFDW

e Judges are to be Nonpartisan on the bench. Therefore, candidates can run for both parties
e

Endorsed by: / ';1‘\ %
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Judge for Court
Common Pleas

Local 830
QUALIFICATIONS

Courtroom
Experience (17 yrs).
Former Defense
Attorney.

Former Assistant
DA Montgomery
County.

Former Assistant
DA Philadelphia.
Former Social
Worker

From North Philly
16th & Stiles.
Product of the
Philadelphia
School System

&
www.JoeGreen4Judge.com
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'INREMEMBRANGE OF ME” 1GORINTHIANS 11: 24-26

Vear Peaveuly Tatler,

Who gives us life, breath, and all
things. In You, we live and move and
have our being. How could we
forget, even for a moment, that we
would not exist without You? For You
created our frame and know that we
are dust. Our days are like grass.
Here today and gone tomorrow. But,
Your mercy is from everlasting to
everlasting, to those who remember
Your commandments and do them.
Great is Your faithfulness! If we
confess our sins, You are faithful and
just to forgive us and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness. When We

ye drink it, in remembrance He Lives, life is worth Liv-

of Me. For as often as ye
eat this bread, and drink
this cup, ye do shew the
Lord’s death till He
(1 Corinthians 11:

come.”
24-26)

The Lord’s Supper was an
integral part of early Chris-

ing.

The Lord’s Memorial Sup-
per reminds us to look back
to Christ’s death and to
look forward to His second
coming. “...In Remem-
brance of Me, Till He
Comes”

tian Worship. Gathered

around one table,
fellow Believers
met with the Lord
and with each other
in unity. (Matt.
26:26-30; Mark
14:22-26; Luke
22:14-23)
I would venture to
say that Memorial
Day celebrated an-

“ nually in the United

States on the last

2

TR vl T ——"

- e

“THE MAN WITH THE PLAN”

A CITY&'ON
THE RISE)

Despite all the controversy,

—|

come to Your table, keep the \.., Monday in May,

memory of Your death before usas_ .

we break the bread of Your adversi
~ and drink the cup of Your sufferir
~ You did it for us so that we might'l

“THE FIRST MEMORIAL
DAY - The Forgotten
Black American
Contributing Writer: Hel-
en Williams
“On May 1, 1865, a parade
to honor the Union war dead
took place here. The event
marked the earliest celebra-
tion of what became known
as “Memorial Day.” The
crowd numbered in the
thousands, with African
American school children
from newly formed Freed-
men’s Schools leading the
parade. They were followed
by church leaders,
Freedpeople, Unionists, and

members of the 54™ Mass.,
34" and 104™ U.S. Colored
Infantries. The dead were
later reinterred in Beau-
fort.”

(A sign posted in South Car-
olina describing the circum-
stances of the first Memori-
al Day in Charleston, SC)
A procession of friends,
mourners, and freed slaves,
in the first ever Memorial
Day Tribute, which is not
remembered, is characteris-
tic... As the struggle Afri-
can Americans still fight to
be fully recognized for their
contributions to American
Society continues to this
day.
“INSTITUTION OF THE
LORD’S SUPPER” - The
First Communion
“...Take, eat: this is My
body, which is broken for
you: this do in remem-
brance of Me. ...This cup is
the New Testament in My
blood: this do ye, as oft as

may not be the First
Memorial Celebrat-
ed. This day was
set aside to remem-
ber American he-
roes and loved ones
who gave the ulti-
mate sacrifice for
their country. They

! died having done no

wrong to their
brothers in com-

. bat. It reminds me

of what I would call
the First Memorial
Supper Established,
to remember anoth-
er who died and did
no wrong to His fel-
low man. All the
more heroic is that
Jesus willingly left
paradise and en-
dured separation
from His Father, for
the first time, to suf-
fer and die the curse
of the cross. Our
Lord’s Supper,
however often we
celebrate, is a sol-
emn memorial of
our Lord’s death,
burial, and resurrec-
tion; “till He
comes.” There is
no grave to deco-
rate. He has risen,
and He lives for
you. And, because

the numbers tell the real story

54%

.
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Added Revenue
from a neW Sports
Complex Fyolect

Decrease in
Gun Violence

* “Outsiders Want to” :
Takeover Our City"

“Now that Crime is down significantly, and majoe |}
franchises like the Philadelphia Union, Harrah's Casmo
Candlewood Suites, and others hawe cometa,
Chester, ‘Outsiders' are looking to divide and t,m’
over the city from it's longstanding residents®
NOT ON MY WATCHI"

-Mayor Thaddeus Kirkland

MAYOR THADDEUS KIRKLAND

“He seems to be the only candidate that has a plan that will help Chester soar again,"
and the only one fighting to Stop Dis-Incorporation, Bankruptcy, and resolve the

on-going pension problems, that could cause hundreds of families to lose their homes.
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KIRKLAND

FOR
VOTE FOR PROVEN LEADERSHIP

TUES. MAY 16'I'II

ScAN HEere
TO SEE WHAT PECPLE
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Mavor KirkLanp!
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GHILDHOODSLOST GHRONIGLES

"Childhoodslost Chroni-

shows, we accommodated &8

cles Theatre Group's Pow- Philadelphia schools, three
erful Production on Gun bringing out 7th and 8th stu-
Violence Draws Over 500 dents and 5 bringing out 9

Engaged Youth at Su-  through 12th graders. We
zanne Roberts Theatre's also had nine different
10th Anniversary" youth groups. We sat ap-
proximately 500 plus kids

Contributing Writ- throughout the two days
ers: Kaliek Hayes & who were utterly engaged in
Shelly Shell Williams a two-plus hour production;
Brothers Kaliek Hayes and  we believe the presentation
Stephen Gardner are the was successful because the

founders of ChildhoodsLost
Foundation and co-
producers and was written
and directed by Playwright
and director Bilal Islam.
Sponsored by, Children of
the Arts Foundation, The
Urban Art Gallery, Council-
man Kenyatta Johnson, and
Executive Produced by Put
It Down Philly.

RECAP by Kaliek Hayes
On March 10th and 11th
Childhoodslost Theatre
group put on A production
called Childhoodslost
Chronicles; the play focused
on Gun violence and its ef-
fect on our youth—the play
debuted at the Suzanne
Roberts Theatre over two
days with three shows. The
production highlighted the
destruction caused by a gun
once in the hands of our
youth. “Our objective with
this production was to seat
as many youths as possible
with the hopes that young
people could see the cause
and effect of many choices
similar to those in the show,
hoping they would make
better decisions.”

In the two days and three

characters looked like them,
talked like them, and were
dealing with issues they see
often; the relatability was
crucial to the success of the
show.

We were at or very near ca-
pacity for every show. We
did not have a single inci-
dent with youth in attend-
ance, and we had numerous
outpourings about how
much they enjoyed the per-
formance. I also have over
75 letters from students ex-
pressing how the play made
them feel and what they
learned. That's roughly 15
percent of our youth audi-
ence. Thank you to
Shawnette Wilson of FOX
29 News for attending the
play and for highlighting
our youth.

We plan to bring the pro-
duction back to the stage on
Memorial Day weekend be-
fore kids get out for the
summer in hopes that it also
reinforces a stay-safe sum-
mer initiative for kids. Said
Kaliek Hayes

I had the pleasure of hosting
the Play Childhoods Lost
Chronicles, a powerful and

actors, and I was truly im-
pressed by their skills and
commitment to their roles.
From the moment the play
started, I was drawn in by
the intense and emotional
performances of the cast.
The story tackled some dif-
ficult topics, including
death, family issues, and
violence, and the young ac-
tors handled these themes
with maturity and sensitivi-
ty.

Throughout the play, [ was
struck by how well it cap-
tured the realities of vio-
lence in our communities.
The dialogue was raw and

. ' | . honest, and the performanc-
with the issue of violence in g were powerful and mov-

our communities. The play ing. It was clear that the

was performed by a talented young actors had put their
and dedicated cast of youth  }earts and souls into the

emotional play that deals

production, and the result
was a truly memorable and
impactful performance.

At the end of Childhood-
slost Chronicles, the cast
gave a Brittany Glover por-
trait by of Nas to his moth-
er. Sadly, Nas, one of the
youth stars, fell victim to
gun violence in Philadelphia
on March 22, 2022, at the
age of 22. Childhoods Lost
honored his memory with
the painting. Rest in peace,
Nas.

CLEANING

Founded in 2020, Mr. PopPop Cleaning
specializes in deep cleaning and
sanitization, along with disinfecting
services and floor stripping and waxing.
Serving Commercial and Residential
clients in the Tri-state area of
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and
Delaware, Mr. PopPop Cleaning has
experience ranging from large projects

CORE COMPETENCIES
» General Cleaning of

Residential and Commercial
Properties

Prices

» Deep Cleaning of
Residential and Commercial
Properties

» COVID-19 Sanitizing and
Disinfecting

» Stripping and Waxing Floors

MR. POPPOP eTerrell Kennedy
@ (267) 384-9600

@ WeClean@MrPoppopCleaning.com

00

We Clean, So You Don't Have To!

WHAT SETS US APART
v Veteran-Owned, MBE Certified

v High Quality Services with Competitive

v Clean and Sanitized - Turnkey Disinfection

» Residential and Commercial
Property Clean-outs

» Carpet Cleaning

UEL: J9TSJIDQXXVV3 | CAGE: 9GEA3

NAICS: 561720

CLIENTELE

Universal Bluford Charter School, Universal Daroff Charter
School, Dare To Imagine Church, Disney-Nichols AME
Church, Gaudenzia Housing Division, Hearthfire Holdings, Just
Like Home Preschool, Psychoanalytic Center of Philadelphia,
Shift Capital, Good Family Support Services

P.O. Box 41131
Philadelphia PA 19127




The Rise of
Ms. Political Disrupter:
How Wanda Walker is
Changing the Game in
Philadelphia Politics

Wanda Walker, a frustrated
Community leader tired of pay-
to-play politics that denigrates
and decimates black and brown
communities, decided to make a
community ballot. The political-
ly corrupt faction in Philadelphia
are often people who hold politi-
cal positions in their own com-
munities, like committee people
and ward leaders, who often ben-
efit financially for endorsing
candidates that can pay over
quality candidates with experi-
ence and integrity they know
would be better for the commu-
nity.

Selling the city to the highest
bidders has black-and-brown
children dying at record numbers
in Philadelphia and generational
wealth being stolen and lost
through systematic political gen-
trification designed to force
black and brown seniors home-
owners and small landlords own-
ers to sell.

One community leader/block
captain got other community
leaders to help and was able to
convince quality candidates to
meet and interview for a chance
to be a part of an informed, trust-
worthy ballot printed in 2-3
community papers for the entire
city to apply on E-day; May 16,
2023.

A special thanks to:

Yolanda Taylor, Tina Collins,
and Tom, owner of Julz Bar and
Grill, 7719 Crittenden St.
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SUPREME GOSPEL ENTERTRINMENT BY SHERRI V. JOHNSON
WWW.LURBANXPRESSIONS.COM
PHILLY NATIVES DUANE AND ANTOINETTE MCCOY BRING NEW WORLD ORDER: DARK PRINCE MOVIE TO PHILLY

Contributing Writer:
Sherri Johnson Roye

This past April, power cou-
ple and independent movie
producers/directors, Duane
and Antoinette McCoy
premiered their new movie
New World Order: Dark
Prince. The meet and greet
took place at the North
Wales, PA AMC Movie
Theatre, followed by an in-
troduction by Antoinette
McCoy about the movie and
a brief history of their jour-
ney.

New World Order Dark
Prince is on its way to be-
coming a fan favorite with
its adrenaline-rush suspense
thriller based on the book of
Revelations in the Bible.
The film is written, com-
posed, and executive-
produced by Duane McCoy;
inspired by the prophetic
events that happen through-
out the Bible is written with

the intentional purpose to
win souls for the kingdom.

The movie follows a trou-
bled LAPD sergeant strug-
gling to move on after los-
ing a child to vio-

lence. Dark Prince embod-
ies accuracy of current
events including COVID-19
then it propels you into a
mind boggling saga of a
new government with a new
way of living after an event
that leaves the world miss-
ing millions of people in an
instant. This film shows
how when a “god” takes on
the form of a man, a grief-
stricken sergeant must battle
his internal demons to de-
feat an evil empire.

The McCoys, who now re-
side in Arizona are currently
on an eight week tour across
the country promoting the
film at various premi-

eres. Their goal is to get
enough funding to have a

[

full release of the movie by
the fall of this year. We
caught up with them to ask
them a few questions and
find out what’s next.

Sherri: You are both from
but walk us through the
transition to uproot your
ministry to Arizona.
McCoy’s: A situation oc-
curred and we had to
move. Rather than moving
somewhere else in the city,
the Holy Spirit directed us
to relocate to Arizona.

Sherri: What challenges
have you had since the on-
set of COVID in producing
this film & how have you
navigated through such?
McCoy’s: Many challenges,
most of all were finances,
which we navigated by us
wearing many hats on set to
help offset the cost; such as
catering, medic’s, talent
transportation, production
assistants etc.
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Sherri: What has living in
Arizona taught you vs living
in Philly as it relates to min-
istry and how are you using
it to propel you into more
awesome productions?

McCoy’s: We discovered
that things are very different
when it comes to ministry
from the east coast com-
pared to the west coast. For
us it was good grounds for
us to establish our ministry.
We also found the state of
Arizona to have such a great
passion for filmmaking
which turned out to be such
a blessing to us when it
came down to needing ex-
tras. Everyone young and
old person wanted to be an
extra in a movie. The pas-
sion the people have for
filmmaking in this state is
amazing and being an extra
in a movie is something
they are proud of as much
as leading roles. That in-

turn helped us complete our
projects, allowing us to
move on to the next produc-
tion. Much love to New
World Order extras! We
couldn’t have done it with-
out you!

Sherri: What has been the
most rewarding part of this
journey?

McCoy’s: They say in the
film industry getting the
movie in the can is a mira-
cle; so the most rewarding
part for us is seeing it on the
silver screen.

Sherri: What can we expect
from Legind Studios this
year?

McCoys: You can expect
the release of the best faith-
based story that hasn’t hap-
pen yet New World Order:
Dark Prince distributed on
our distribution platform
Legind+.

Sherri: Finally, what is your
favorite scripture and why?
McCoy’s: Matthew 19:26
KJV But Jesus beheld them,
and said unto them, With
men this is impossible; but
with God all things are pos-
sible. Faith in the Lord
make all things possible and
by such faith in the Lord is
how we were able to pro-
duce “Dark Prince” film.

We thank Duane and Antoi-
nette McCoy for taking time
to talk with us. We wish
them continued success as
they prepare for New World
Order: Dark Prince to be
distributed worldwide. If
you would like to connect
with the McCoys or find out
when the premiere is com-
ing to your city, check out
their social media pages.
Facebook, Instagram and
Twitter: Legind Studios and
Dark Prince Movie.

Connect with me! Face-
book: Sherri Y. Johnson and
Supreme Gospel Ent. | In-
stagram/TikTok:
@sherrisupremegospel —
until the next column, re-
main encouraged!
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CONTINUING EDUCATION: AS THE MARKET EVOLVE, S0 SHOULD YOU

Nathaniel Lee

As the global pandemic
wanes, people are going
back to their lives and, as a
consequence, back to their
jobs. But not everyone.
Some have decided that
their “new normal” will not
include their old jobs. They
are done working for people
they don’t like, doing things
they don’t want to do for
less than they’d like to make
doing it.

They have moved on to
form their own businesses
and/or work in the growing
gig economy, which allows
them more flexibility and
potentially more income.

Others have made their side
hustles their main jobs and
now work for themselves as
entrepreneurs. This is
changing the way America
does business. Corporations
are using perks like offering
remote work to entice em-
ployees to come back; oth-
ers are offering financial
incentives or increased va-
cation time. Still, “Quiet
quitting” or doing only as
much as necessary for as
little time and effort neces-
sary to do it has become
much more common among
those who returned to their
jobs. They have detached
from their workplace duties.

Then there are the millions
who have resigned from
their jobs altogether in what
has been called “the great
resignation.” After social
distancing policies ended,
they decided they weren’t
going back to their jobs.
They resigned.

I’m ready to bet that there
are a significant number of

you reading this article who
also desire to leave their
workplaces for the freedom
of entrepreneurship or, if
not self-employment, a pro-
fessional remake, a change
in vocation, or a profession-
al metamorphosis.

Unfortunately, it is easier to
dream about leaving than it
is to do so successfully. The
world is changing rapidly,
and with it, so are the ways
we do business. Technology
is making life easier, but it
is also eradicating some
jobs, minimizing the need
for human labor, and replac-
ing human creativity and
innovation in the process.
We are not only competing
against other humans, but
we are also competing
against advanced technolo-
gy that threatens to replace
us altogether.

My point is this; we can no
longer afford to become lax
professionally. Continuing
education is no longer an
option but a necessity. As
whole industries metamor-
phosize, we must do so also
to stay occupationally rele-
vant.

Complacency can kill your
entrepreneurial or occupa-
tional dreams. Yesterday’s
professions require today’s
skills and training. Refusing
to evolve can be the death
of your hopes of becoming
and remaining viable in
your field or market.

Here are some suggestions
you might wish to consider
to become and/or stay in
demand either at your job or
in your business:

Adopt the idea that
you are either growing
or you are shrinking. In
business, there is no
staying still. You are
either moving forward
or going backward. Be
mindful to keep moving.

[ ]

e Take advantage of
opportunities to learn.
Regardless of how long
you have been in your

METAMORPHOSIS

A CUSTOMIZED BLUEPRINT
FOR PERSONAL TRANSFORMATION
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business or profession,
markets, like people,
must evolve. Many
community colleges,
universities, recreation
centers, and organiza-
tions and agencies pro-
vide continuing educa-
tion classes. You might
do well by periodically
enrolling in those that
are suitable to your
needs.

e Be innovative.
Schools and classes are
good but there are also
other creative ways of
continuously learning

@MONIEONDASCENE

BY NATHANIEL LEE

> TIVL TINIIATE

B e rad

and growing in your ca-
reer or craft as well.
Volunteering in places
where you can learn
while providing a ser-
vice is one way. Self-
learning is always ideal.
YouTube, HubSpot,
Skillshare, and other
sites provide free or low
-cost ways to learn and
increase your skills and
knowledge.

[ ]

Getting ahead is one thing;
STAYING ahead is quite
another. To best serve our
clients, we must continue to

BEHIND THE

grow. Continuing education
is how we ensure that we
are best able to provide op-
timal goods and services for
our clients.

What say ye? Have a com-
ment, criticism, or sugges-
tion? I’d love to hear them.
Email me at nate-
lee1008@live.com. I’d love
to hear your thoughts.

WHENEVER YOU DON'T OVER-STAND WHATS
HAPPENING IN YOUR LIFE, JUST CLOSE YOUR
EYES, TAKE A DEEP BREATH & SAY
GOD, I KNOW ITS YOUR PLAN
JUST HELP ME THROUGH IT

LISTEN

OUR TAKE RADIO SHOW

EVERY MONDAY 9AM
ON URBANXPRESSIONSRADIO.COM
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Tt;e 'I " "LET'S TALK MORE ABOUT THIS"
Real Estate ™
Store of

Maryland !
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IS BALTIMORE A BETTER BUY?

This is the investment a
homeowner has in their A seller's disclosure is a
home. To calculate equity, disclosure by the seller of

A probate sale happens
when a homeowner dies
without writing a will or
leaving a property to
oooooooo

information about the
property, or which could
affect a buyer's decision
to purchase the property,
all of which to the best of
amount of equity you the seller's knowledge.

L 1l

Stacie L. Teal-Locust

Real Estate Broker
Tripple Multi-Million Dollar Producer

C-443.865.7267

Home Ownership Happens Here!

410.366.1597

WWW.BALTIMOREREALESTATESTORE.COM
The Real Estate Store of Maryland LLC

take the market value of
the home and subtract
any mortgages or liens

against the property. The
amount leftover is the
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420 Ave of the States
Chester, PA 19013

Come see the newestand best cafe
to eat and drink, study, work, relax, and network!

FRESH COFFEE FRUT SMOOTHIES

AVARIETY OF COFFEE,
CAPPUCCINOS,
HOT CHOCOLATE,
STEAMERS

ACAIBOWLS
DELICIOUS SMOOTHIES
SPECIALTY DRINKS
AND MORE.

AVOCADO TOATT,
PANINI'S
AHITUNA SALAD,

A VARIETY OF PASTRIES,
AND MORE.

420 AVE OF THE STATES - CHESTER, PA 19013
MON-FRI : 7AM-3PM

PROFESSIONAL ENVIRONMENT o FRIENDLY STAFF » GREAT AMBIANCE

WWW. PENN.CAFE
@PENN.CAFE

6 @PENNCAFE

Beauty and Hair Direcory

2 Coming Spring 48 f
2023 7

y} DIRECTORY

aSalons ]
<Barbershops

%Llcensed&Student /
'StYliSt of

S Licensed Barbers 8

= Massage Therapis /
Nail Techs

Make Up Artist

‘ - b Estheticians

= = Cosmetology Schools
Product Companies

k) Dentist

== Hair Stores & much more

S 7ORORE IFORMATON

TOGET YOUR BUSINESS LIST
IN THE CTL DIRECTORY

(215)868-2121

info@createthelookagency.com
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MONICA GLADNEY AYANA FERGUSON
SHELLY “SHELL” WILLIAMS NOELLE SMITH
KAVON KELLAM RON SHAER

KERON MORTON BRITT STARGHILL
OMAR LONG TAYLOR MYRICK
STAN BURNO XAVIER EDWARDS
JORMAL EDWARDS JOSEPHINE SINCERE
JUSTIN VASSOR PENNY CUPCAKE
ITAL THA RUFFIAN SNOOK CHAOS

BRANDON McDONALD WWW.KINGFISHSHOW.COM
YOUTUBE.COM/@KINGFISHSHOW



